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habitants of the place. We knew them well. One of them
was the village blacksmith; the others were substantial farm-
ers. Their father was a Frenchman, and their name was
Gagnier.

One of these men owned a farm three miles from Prairie
Du Chien, where he lived with his wife, who was a white wo-
man, two children, and a hired man named Lipeap. Thither
the Red Bird repaired with his three companions, sure of a
fair reception, for Registre Gagnier had always been noted for
his humanity to the poor, especially the Indians.

Registre Gagnier invited his savage visitors to enter, hung
the kettle over the fire, gave them to eat, and smoked the pipe
of peace with them. The Red Bird was the last man on earth
whom he would have feared; for they were well acquainted
with each other, and had reciprocated good offices. The In-
dians remained several hours under Gagnier’s hospitable roof.
At last, when the farmer least expected it, the Winnebago
Chief leveled his gun, and shot him down dead on his hearth-
stone. Lipcap was slain at the same instant by Wekaw. Ma-
dam Gagnier turned to fly with her infant of eighteen months.
As she was about to leap through the window, the child was
torn from her arms by Wekaw, stabbed, scalped and thrown
violently on the floor, as dead. The murderer then attacked
the woman; but gave way when she snatched up a gun that
was leaning against the wall, and presented it to his breast.
She then effected her escape. Her eldest son, a lad of ten
years, also shunned the murderers, and they both arrived in
the village at about the same time. The alarm was soon given
but when the avengers of blood arrived at poor Registre Gag-
nier’s house, they found in it nothing living but his mangled
infant. It was carried to the village, and, strange as it may
seem, recovered.*

The Red Bird and his companions immediately proceeded
from the scene of their crime to the rendezvous of their band.
During their absence, thirty-seven of the warriors, who acknowl-

*Gen. Smith, on the authority of Judge Doty, states that this tragedy oc-

curred on the 28th of June, 1827; Judge Lockwood says the 26th, and Niles
Register says the 24th. Nelll follows Lockwood's chronology. L. C. D,



